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"As usual this program caught some 

problems that would have remained 

undetected otherwise.” 

"This screening helps assure children won't 

fall behind in school because of eye 

problems they don't know they have." 

"This program is  
vital to our effec veness." 

"This screening has helped 

us iden fy the causes of 

some academic issues." 

The QUOTES below are from wri en comments about this year’s program by school nurses and staff. 

"Most children would have no idea they 

needed glasses without this program!" 

"So many children would most likely 

never get screened if not for this." 

"I would love this program 

to expand to other grades." 

"Your screenings detect problems that 
would otherwise not be found." 

"My students were so proud to show 

me their new glasses and tell me how 

well they could see. It has improved 

the lives of these li le ones." 

"This is an awesome 

program for our 

schools and students." 

INSIDE: Stories about these young students, many more school 
comments, and detailed informa on about this year’s program. 

These PHOTOS are just a 
few of the thousands of 

young students who 
benefited from 

this year’s program. 
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In Brief… 
 
 
The Mississippi Eye Screening Program is provided statewide, with the 
screenings performed on-site at public schools throughout the state. More 
than 33,000 students in over 370 schools were screened this year. 

A child who cannot see well is at an obvious disadvantage in the 
classroom. Worse, those who fall behind early in their education often stay 
behind. Early-age uncorrected vision problems can truly have a lifetime 
impact. This important screening program helps assure Mississippi’s 
children start school as well prepared as possible. In addition, it identifies 
problems that can result in permanent vision impairment if not detected 
and corrected at an early age. 

Over 5,000 students with possible problems significant enough to warrant 
professional attention were identified by this year’s program. All of these 
children were referred to Sight Savers America for managed follow-up, 
helping assure they receive the care and treatment needed. 
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Total Locations Included

Total Subjects Analyzed

            372

       33,183

   Poss Sig

Significant

       TOTAL

   Poss Sig

Significant

       TOTAL

Problem Counts by Type

Hyper Myop Astig Aniso Align Opac Other

Refractive Errors

           800          849       1,347        1,698          325            54           245
           582          536          203           171          260              9               7

        1,382       1,385       1,550        1,869          585            63           252

         2.4%        2.6%        4.1%         5.1%        1.0%        0.2%         0.7%
         1.8%        1.6%        0.6%         0.5%        0.8%        0.0%         0.0%

         4.2%        4.2%        4.7%         5.6%        1.8%        0.2%         0.8%

Note:  Categorized problems will typically add to more than
the ’Subject Counts’ because of subjects with multiple entries.

Total Subject Counts

Possibly
Significant Significant

Subjects that were...

Significant
        +

Possibly
Significant

Total

        3,781       1,536                      5,317

       11.4%        4.6%                     16.0%

Mississippi Eye Screening Program 2018-19 Summary
       34,116

FINAL RESULTS

Summary of Significant and Possibly Significant Findings

See ’Vision Screening Analysis Notes’ for explanations and important notes.
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Summary by County Mississippi Eye Screening Program 2018-19

Key to Column Headings
Locs The number of on-location visits to schools for the screenings
#Scrnd The number of students screened
#Analyzed The number of students screened with fully analyzable results
Poss Sig The number of students with possibly significant problems indicated
Sig The number of students with significant problems indicated
Total PS+Sig The total of Poss Sig and Sig problems indicated
% PS+Sig The Poss Sig and Sig problems indicated as a percent of Analyzed

Poss Total %Poss % %
County Locs #Scrnd #Analyzed Sig Sig PS+Sig Sig Sig PS+Sig

Alcorn 5 627 616 51 34 85 8.3% 5.5% 13.8%
Amite 1 48 48 7 3 10 14.6% 6.3% 20.8%
Attala 2 59 57 6 3 9 10.5% 5.3% 15.8%
Benton 2 83 83 12 4 16 14.5% 4.8% 19.3%
Bolivar 8 318 304 41 18 59 13.5% 5.9% 19.4%
Calhoun 3 243 240 31 12 43 12.9% 5.0% 17.9%
Carroll 1 53 44 3 3 6 6.8% 6.8% 13.6%
Chickasaw 2 234 222 35 8 43 15.8% 3.6% 19.4%
Choctaw 3 91 84 8 3 11 9.5% 3.6% 13.1%
Claiborne 1 94 91 5 0 5 5.5% 0.0% 5.5%
Clarke 2 197 192 14 7 21 7.3% 3.6% 10.9%
Clay 2 177 171 24 13 37 14.0% 7.6% 21.6%
Coahoma 7 323 309 40 11 51 12.9% 3.6% 16.5%
Copiah 3 332 329 30 14 44 9.1% 4.3% 13.4%
Covington 4 215 207 19 10 29 9.2% 4.8% 14.0%
DeSoto 12 1679 1653 192 78 270 11.6% 4.7% 16.3%
Forrest 12 1248 1207 117 51 168 9.7% 4.2% 13.9%
Franklin 1 111 105 16 2 18 15.2% 1.9% 17.1%
George 5 315 303 24 14 38 7.9% 4.6% 12.5%
Greene 3 123 119 13 4 17 10.9% 3.4% 14.3%
Hancock 5 405 395 48 11 59 12.2% 2.8% 14.9%
Harrison 29 2440 2387 338 127 465 14.2% 5.3% 19.5%
Hinds 8 933 905 86 36 122 9.5% 4.0% 13.5%
Holmes 4 140 133 14 1 15 10.5% 0.8% 11.3%
Itawamba 5 483 476 42 21 63 8.8% 4.4% 13.2%
Jackson 17 1424 1395 140 65 205 10.0% 4.7% 14.7%
Jasper 4 339 333 25 9 34 7.5% 2.7% 10.2%
Jefferson 1 85 82 7 5 12 8.5% 6.1% 14.6%
Jones 11 1486 1443 162 65 227 11.2% 4.5% 15.7%
Kemper 2 65 64 4 2 6 6.3% 3.1% 9.4%
Lafayette 2 539 526 60 28 88 11.4% 5.3% 16.7%
Lamar 8 980 929 91 35 126 9.8% 3.8% 13.6%
Lauderdale 3 425 413 38 21 59 9.2% 5.1% 14.3%
Lawrence 3 141 137 12 2 14 8.8% 1.5% 10.2%
Leake 2 138 132 12 7 19 9.1% 5.3% 14.4%
Lee 14 2189 2155 287 137 424 13.3% 6.4% 19.7%
Leflore 6 580 528 90 27 117 17.0% 5.1% 22.2%
Lincoln 5 419 407 39 14 53 9.6% 3.4% 13.0%
Lowndes 9 616 598 63 34 97 10.5% 5.7% 16.2%
Madison 11 1125 1089 94 49 143 8.6% 4.5% 13.1%



Summary by County Page 2 of 2

Poss Total %Poss % %
County Locs #Scrnd #Analyzed Sig Sig PS+Sig Sig Sig PS+Sig

Marion 2 162 157 14 12 26 8.9% 7.6% 16.6%
Marshall 6 478 474 55 16 71 11.6% 3.4% 15.0%
Monroe 5 324 321 32 11 43 10.0% 3.4% 13.4%
Montgomery 1 87 82 8 0 8 9.8% 0.0% 9.8%
Neshoba 2 271 257 17 8 25 6.6% 3.1% 9.7%
Newton 5 470 463 45 21 66 9.7% 4.5% 14.3%
Noxubee 2 108 108 12 3 15 11.1% 2.8% 13.9%
Oktibbeha 1 357 355 40 10 50 11.3% 2.8% 14.1%
Panola 3 308 301 47 11 58 15.6% 3.7% 19.3%
Pearl River 3 241 230 19 6 25 8.3% 2.6% 10.9%
Perry 3 208 203 14 9 23 6.9% 4.4% 11.3%
Pike 4 384 369 33 18 51 8.9% 4.9% 13.8%
Pontotoc 1 180 170 22 7 29 12.9% 4.1% 17.1%
Prentiss 7 359 354 46 23 69 13.0% 6.5% 19.5%
Quitman 1 31 30 7 0 7 23.3% 0.0% 23.3%
Rankin 11 1968 1908 191 73 264 10.0% 3.8% 13.8%
Scott 5 537 527 63 14 77 12.0% 2.7% 14.6%
Sharkey 1 44 44 7 3 10 15.9% 6.8% 22.7%
Simpson 4 299 289 27 6 33 9.3% 2.1% 11.4%
Smith 5 347 337 51 14 65 15.1% 4.2% 19.3%
Stone 2 299 287 31 10 41 10.8% 3.5% 14.3%
Sunflower 6 253 240 35 10 45 14.6% 4.2% 18.8%
Tallahatchie 3 107 103 12 2 14 11.7% 1.9% 13.6%
Tate 3 196 193 32 15 47 16.6% 7.8% 24.4%
Tippah 9 547 537 62 26 88 11.5% 4.8% 16.4%
Tishomingo 5 392 382 48 35 83 12.6% 9.2% 21.7%
Tunica 3 134 133 14 9 23 10.5% 6.8% 17.3%
Union 6 810 796 116 39 155 14.6% 4.9% 19.5%
Walthall 3 125 123 9 6 15 7.3% 4.9% 12.2%
Warren 8 448 431 44 15 59 10.2% 3.5% 13.7%
Washington 9 1149 1128 188 73 261 16.7% 6.5% 23.1%
Wayne 5 261 252 27 8 35 10.7% 3.2% 13.9%
Webster 2 177 176 13 7 20 7.4% 4.0% 11.4%
Winston 3 147 142 15 8 23 10.6% 5.6% 16.2%
Yalobusha 2 126 120 13 4 17 10.8% 3.3% 14.2%
Yazoo 3 260 250 32 16 48 12.8% 6.4% 19.2%

TOTALS 372    34,116   33,183       3,781     1,536     5,317     11.4% 4.6% 16.0%



 



See the next two pages for complete survey results.

Mississippi Eye Screening Program 2018 - 2019
School Survey Responses (Selected Questions)
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Complete Survey Responses

At the end of each year, surveys are sent to all schools in the program. Their responses are
summarized below. All returned survey forms are available for review upon request.

In the "Detail" response section below, the first line shows the number responding, and the
second line shows that response's percentage of the total for the question.

Total Surveys Returned = 198 (cut-off 6/27/19)

       SUMMARY                DETAIL
Screening Program in General NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT + 
FAIR

GOOD  + 
EXCELLENT

NEEDS 
IMPROVE-

MENT FAIR GOOD EXCLNT

  1) How would you rate the pre-screening
information and instructions provided by
VRC describing the school's preparations 0 1 40 157

needed for the screening? 0.5% 99.5% 0.0% 0.5% 20.2% 79.3%

  2) For the actual screening at this school, how
would you rate the general organization and 0 2 34 162

coordination of the screening process? 1.0% 99.0% 0.0% 1.0% 17.2% 81.8%

  3) How would you rate the VRC screener for 1 2 26 169

courtesy and professionalism? 1.5% 98.5% 0.5% 1.0% 13.1% 85.4%

  4) When returned, were the screening results 0 2 49 146

easy to understand? 1.0% 99.0% 0.0% 1.0% 24.9% 74.1%

  5) Overall, how would you rate the concept of 0 0 30 168

this year's eye screening program? 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 15.2% 84.8%

  6) On-going program:  Ignoring financial CONTINUE

considerations, would you like to see this DISCONTINUE + EXPAND DISC CONT EXPAND

program continued, expanded to more 0 88 110

students, or not continued? 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 44.4% 55.6%

  7) Comments 

   The survey asked for any comments, positive or otherwise, about the program.  77 schools (38.9%)
   included one. Many of these are in the next section, and all are available for review upon request.



Survey Questions regarding… Follow-Up for Children with Possible Problems

8) Is there someone in the school or school system responsible for follow-up to see if children with
possible problems have an examination by an eye doctor?

Yes:  143  responses 77.7%
No:  41  responses 22.3%

9) What resources have been or will be used to provide eye examination or treatment for needy students?
(check all that apply): 178 total responses

Sight Savers America……………… 121 responses 68.0%
Medicaid…………………………… 129 responses 72.5%
School / nurse resources…………… 95 responses 53.4%
Local health department…………… 18 responses 10.1%
Local doctors……………………… 53 responses 29.8%
Lions Club………………………… 74 responses 41.6%
Private donations (svcs or funds)…… 14 responses 7.9%
Other sources……………………… 21 responses 11.8%

There was also a request to identify the "other sources" that were used.  Responses included:

                   CHIP                     Eye Mart Express              Junior Auxillary
                   VSP Vouchers       Walmart

10) What percentage of the students with indications of a possible problem do you feel have been or
will be taken to see an eye doctor? (A list of those students was provided with the survey.)

193  responses 63.7% average
41.5% had responses of 80% or higher (12.1% had 100%)

11) Do you know of any students who have tried but not been able to obtain examination or treatment
by an eye doctor through any known source?

Yes:  1  responses 0.5%
No:  193  responses 99.5%

Toll free numbers for assistance from Sight Savers America and VRC were provided to all schools.
Prior to this survey, schools with students needing assistance were contacted to help assure the
appropriate follow-up and care for these young students.
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Some Comments from the Schools… 

The comments here were taken directly from the schools’ survey responses.  Most are 
complete, with a few excerpted from a longer comment.  All original survey forms are 
available for review. 

This screening program is vital to our effectiveness. Please continue to provide these 
services to our school. 

ref MISS3278 Copiah County 

The screening helps assure children won't fall behind in school because of eye 
problems they don't know they have. 

ref MISS3848 Monroe County 

This is a wonderful program. I would love to see it expanded to other grades. The 
screening provides excellent information to our families. 

ref MISS4184 Lee County 

We are a small school in a medically underserved area. I am very grateful to have this 
vision screening for these children. Thanks!!! 

ref MISS4304 Madison County 

This screening has helped us identify the causes of some academic issues. It has been a 
wonderful asset to the students. 

ref MISS3425 Jefferson County 

Great program! 
ref MISS3093 Smith County 

Thank you for coming out and doing this for our students! Some would have no idea 
they needed glasses if it weren't for this. 

ref MISS3235 Rankin County 

Great program. Wish it could be expanded to more grades. Thank you. 
ref MISS3488 Carroll County 

Our students found with problems were so proud to show me their new glasses and tell 
me how well they could see. It has improved the lives of these little ones. 

ref MISS3968 DeSoto County 
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Would love to include 3rd grade. They have to pass the state test and it would be 
beneficial to screen them. 

ref MISS3693 Harrison County 

I value this program. It really helps identify children with vision issues at an early age. 
Your staff is always so professional and helpful. Thank you for this program. 

ref MISS3540 Lee County 

Nothing but positive things to say about Vision Research. 
ref MISS4088 DeSoto County 

I have enjoyed this program since day one. It has been so beneficial to our students. 
Please keep our school on your list. Thanks!! 

ref MISS3108 Sunflower County 

The screener was courteous and professional throughout the screenings. 
ref MISS3425 Jefferson County 

Such a wonderful program. So many children would most likely never get screened if 
not for this program. Thank you for your service! 

ref MISS3777 Madison County 

Some students at this age have not had a screening or been to an eye doctor. The 
screening provides parents with the information needed if there is a problem. 

ref MISS3506 Leflore County 

The screener was wonderful. 
ref MISS3982 Lafayette County 

The VRC screener was professional and patient with the students. Our school district 
really appreciates Vision Research and our screener. Thanks for all you do. 

ref MISS4407 Yalobusha County 

I would love to see the program expanded to include all grades. 
ref MISS3738 Copiah County 

Thank you for providing this resource to us! 
ref MISS4023 Jackson County 

The screener was friendly and worked well with the nurse and kids from start to finish. 
ref MISS3694 Warren County 



 Comments Page 3 of 6 

This is an excellent program and very much needed and appreciated.  
ref MISS3967 Lowndes County 

Love this program. Please include more grades. 
ref MISS4183 Smith County 

We would love for VRC to screen our PreK. 
ref MISS3063 Alcorn County 

Thank you. Excellent program. 
ref MISS3507 Tippah County 

The screener was very patient and understanding. 
ref MISS3560 Holmes County 

Excellent program. Please continue and expand to other grades. 
ref MISS4719 Monroe County 

The vision screening was very quick and everything was done with excellence. 
According to our school nurse, the screener was very student friendly and her 
personality with our students was great! Thank you! 

ref MISS3789 Madison County 

Thank you for coming. Follow-up phone calls were good. 
ref MISS3524 Benton County 

I appreciate the service Vision Research provides for our students. 
ref MISS3792 Chickasaw County 

Our screener was very patient with the students. 
ref MISS3583 Tallahatchie County 

It would be wonderful to add 4th grade eye screenings. 
ref MISS3192 George County 

Excellent program and helpful to our families. 
ref MISS3600 Lamar County 

Great program and great screener! 
ref MISS3353 Lowndes County 
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I would love to see this program offered to all elementary students grades K-5. 
ref MISS4246 Harrison County 

I love the screener. She works well with students. 
ref MISS3695 Warren County 

Very organized, professional, and effective. 
ref MISS3504 Greene County 

We are a "Katrina recovery school" built following the storm 11 years ago. There are 
many low-income families who relocated here due to our proximity to the coast. I 
would be very interested in seeing the program expand so more of these children could 
be checked out also. 

ref MISS3356 Hancock County 

Our screener was awesome as usual!! 
ref MISS3931 Lincoln County 

I would like to see this program expanded to 3rd graders as well. 3rd graders are 
required to pass a reading test to be promoted to 4th grade. This would help find and 
resolve potential vision problems affecting the exam. 

ref MISS4002 Harrison County 

Our screener was wonderful with the students. 
ref MISS4035 Jackson County 

This is an excellent program! 
ref MISS3341 Tippah County 

VRC was very accommodating! Super easy to work with! 
ref MISS3564 Lamar County 

Our school has a Pre-K program. It would be awesome if our Pre-K students could be 
screened. 

ref MISS3817 Alcorn County 

Your screener was friendly and worked well with the children. 
ref MISS3457 Clarke County 

Everything ran smoothly and was very organized. 
ref MISS4093 Warren County 
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Great program!  
ref MISS3376 Harrison County 

The VRC screener was great. Please send her every time. 
ref MISS4106 Marion County 

We have always had an excellent experience with this eye screening program. 
Everyone has been very nice and good with the students and staff. 

ref MISS4686 Tishomingo County 

The process went very smoothly and information was provided quickly. 
ref MISS4143 Yazoo County 

I have been a part of these screenings for years and they have always been good. I am 
thankful for them. 

ref MISS2979 Itawamba County 

Our screener was very good, and great with the kids. 
ref MISS3850 Walthall County 

Excellent program. Thank you! 
ref MISS3339 Tippah County 

Our screener was very friendly and easy to work with. 
ref MISS3836 Warren County 

We greatly appreciate the service you give. 
ref MISS3819 Alcorn County 

I am glad that this program comes to our school. It prompts some parents that 
otherwise might not take their child to the doctor. 

ref MISS4552 Prentiss County 

Thank you for this great program! 
ref MISS3320 Lincoln County 

It would be wonderful to expand to older grades also. Several parents told me they 
were unaware of their child's vision problems and were very grateful. 

ref MISS3968 DeSoto County 
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I am so grateful on behalf of our students for the work you do. Thank you!! We love 
our screener. 

ref MISS3214 Harrison County 

It is a good screening for our students that do not normally get the chance to see an eye 
doctor. 

ref MISS4021 Rankin County 

Awesome program for our schools and students. 
ref MISS3025 DeSoto County 

This eye screening program has been very effective in our school. Would love for it to 
expand to first and fourth grade. 

ref MISS3046 Smith County 

This program is definitely an asset to our school. It has identified students another 
screening has not. These students have needed glasses. Thank you. 

ref MISS3274 Jackson County 

I plan to continue using this screening program as long as possible. 
ref MISS3427 Clarke County 

This is a service for our students that we look forward to each year. Your screenings 
detect problems that are otherwise not found. 

ref MISS3322 Tishomingo County 

As usual, this program ran smoothly and caught problems that would have otherwise 
remained undetected. 

ref MISS3931 Lincoln County 

I would love this program to expand to other grades. This is an awesome screening 
program! 

ref MISS3652 Lee County 



 

A Few of the Children 
Helped by This Year’s Program 

 
In this year’s Mississippi Eye Screening Program, 

over 5,000 children were 
identified with possible problems. 

 
When the counts get into the thousands, they often 

become “just numbers,” but each of these is 
someone’s child, and someone’s student. Without 
good vision, each of these children would be at an 
obvious disadvantage in the classroom, and in life. 

 
The stories of just a few of the children who 

benefited from this year’s program are included on 
the following pages. 

 

 

The photos bordering this page show some of the hundreds of 
children whose stories have been featured in prior reports. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venus Williams 

Venus’s screening image. 

Prior to the school year, Venus’s mom noted her daughter 
had failed her vision screening at the 5-year wellness 
checkup with her pediatrician. Her mom then took Venus to 
see an eye doctor for further evaluation. The eye doctor 
found that Venus had an astigmatism, but wanted to wait 
and see Venus again in six months to see if the condition had 
worsened.  
  
Soon after Venus’s visit with the eye doctor, the  
Mississippi Eye Screening Program took place at her school. 
The screening results indicated that Venus had indications of 
astigmatism in both eyes, with her right eye appearing to be 
weaker than the left. This difference between the two eyes is 
a condition known as anisometropia, and it can indicate or 
lead to amblyopia (commonly referred to as “lazy eye”). After 
receiving the results from the school vision screening, 
Venus’s mom immediately scheduled another appointment 
to see the eye doctor.  
  
Upon reviewing the screening results, the eye doctor was 
impressed with the findings from the report. She completed 
an in-depth examination of Venus’s eyes, confirmed the 
screening indications, and prescribed glasses. 
  
Venus’s schoolwork and reading skills have improved 
significantly with her new glasses, and her classmates think 
she looks cool wearing them. As a result, her self-esteem and 
confidence have notably increased. Her mom went on to say, 
“She is always telling me she’s a smarty with her glasses on”. 
  
Venus has a very creative mind and heart. Her favorite 
subject in school is art and currently she dreams of becoming 
a ballerina. She also enjoys helping her mom in the kitchen 
with meals, mostly for the opportunity to sample things 
before her four older siblings. 

Mississippi Eye Screening Program 

2018 - 2019 
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Michael Warthman  

Michael’s screening image. 

Michael’s mom notes, “I suspected Michael had a vision 
problem the summer before he entered kindergarten. He 
would always have to be close to the screen or book or 
anything he was trying to watch or see. I had his primary 
care physician check his eyes twice, but we thought he had 
trouble because he didn’t know his shapes very well.” When 
she received the results from the school screening, Michael’s 
mom knew she would have to get his eyes checked by an eye 
doctor. 
  
The screening results showed that Michael had the 
indications of hyperopia (farsightedness). When a person is 
farsighted, things can be seen clearly at a distance while 
close objects (books, desk work, etc.) may appear blurry. 
After a visit with the eye doctor, the results from the 
screening were confirmed and eye glasses were prescribed. 
  
Since receiving his glasses, Michael enjoys reading much 
more now and no longer holds items so close to his eyes. His 
grades have improved noticeably, along with his attitude 
toward school. He even won the Citizenship Award at school 
this year. 
  
Michael is a very energetic little boy who loves swimming 
and playing T-ball. He also enjoys getting to spend time with 
anyone in his family. 
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Mason Baldwin 

Mason’s screening image. 

One reason it’s so important to screen children for vision 
problems is that they rarely know they have a problem. To 
them, the world has always appeared the way they see it. 
That is their “normal.” This was the case for Mason. 
  
After receiving his vision screening results from school,  
Mason’s mom was surprised to learn her son had a possible 
vision problem. The results showed that Mason had 
indications of astigmatism in both eyes, with his left eye 
appearing to be somewhat weaker than his right. A 
difference such as this in the focusing power of the two 
eyes is known as anisometropia. It can have serious 
consequences because it can impede the brain’s ability to 
merge the images from each eye to create stereoscopic 
vision and depth perception. When the brain cannot merge 
the images, it may gradually shut down the weaker eye. If 
this condition continues past typically age six or seven, it 
can result in permanent vision impairment in the weaker 
eye. This is called amblyopia, commonly referred to as “lazy 
eye,” and it is the leading cause of preventable vision loss in 
children. 
  
After a trip to see the eye doctor, the screening results were 
confirmed and glasses were prescribed. Thankfully, Mason’s 
vision problem was discovered in time to receive the 
necessary treatment. Correcting this problem will make a 
big life-long difference in his overall well-being and 
potential. In the future, Mason sees himself becoming a 
police officer, a career that will require he have good vision. 
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RaeLynn Hartzog 

RaeLynn’s screening image. 

Learning is challenging enough for a child, but couple that 
with a vision problem and the learning experience can be 
much more difficult. As with the parents of many of the 
children in the Mississippi Eye Screening Program each year, 
RaeLynn’s mom was unaware that her daughter could not 
see well. RaeLynn never complained of any difficulty seeing 
her school work or anything else. 
  
However, RaeLynn’s results showed indications of myopia 
(nearsightedness). For a child who is nearsighted, close 
work such as reading, writing and drawing can be seen 
clearly, while distant objects will appear blurry.  
  
An appointment with the eye doctor was promptly 
arranged. After the examination, the doctor confirmed the 
findings from the school screening and prescribed atropine 
eye drops to be used just before bedtime. Topical atropine 
is normally administered during eye examinations to dilate 
the pupil and relax the eyes’ focusing mechanism. Kids 
treated with low-dose atropine may still need glasses in the 
future, but the eye drops can significantly slow the 
progression of myopia. The eye doctor scheduled RaeLynn 
for a six month follow-up to see if she should be fitted for 
glasses at that time. 
  
Since starting her treatment, RaeLynn’s mom noted, “She is 
more involved in activities and her grades have improved 
tremendously.” Her favorite subject is reading and she 
enjoys school a great deal, so much so that this past school 
year, she received awards for perfect attendance and good 
citizenship. It's obvious that the improvement in RaeLynn's 
vision has significantly increased her self-confidence. She’s 
also involved in cheerleading, basketball, and softball, and 
will be starting gymnastics soon.  
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Camden Crawley 

Camden’s screening image. 

The Mississippi Eye Screening Program provides vision 
screenings for all kindergarten students in all public schools 
throughout the state. The program has been provided for a 
number of years at no cost to the schools or parents, 
screening hundreds of thousands of Mississippi school 
children and identifying tens of thousands with vision 
problems. Camden is one such student who was identified 
this year with a possible problem. 
  
Camden’s parents never suspected he had a vision problem, 
but after receiving the results from the school screening, his 
parents quickly scheduled an appointment with an eye 
doctor. The screening showed that Camden had indications 
of possible farsightedness in both eyes, with his right eye 
appearing to be somewhat weaker than his left. A 
difference in the eyes such as this is known as 
anisometropia, and it can indicate or lead to amblyopia 
(commonly referred to as "lazy eye"). 
  
After a full examination, Camden’s eye doctor concurred 
with the screening results and glasses were prescribed. 
Camden told his mom that with his new glasses, he can see 
much better now, and he is getting along nicely with them. 
  
Camden is doing well in school, with math as his favorite 
subject. He hopes to one day become a police officer, but 
until then he is happy being a kid playing T-ball, swimming, 
and playing with his older brothers and an adorable pup, 
Roxy. 
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Bailah Jones 

Bailah’s screening image. 

Prior to the vision screening at Bailah’s school, her mom 
suspected she had vision problems because she kept 
complaining that she couldn’t see certain letters or numbers 
very well. Once her mom received the results from the 
screening she realized why, and she knew Bailah needed to 
be seen by an eye doctor. 
  
The results from Bailah’s screening showed the indications of 
astigmatism in both eyes. An astigmatism is a focusing 
problem that can result in distorted vision at both near and 
far distances. Unlike nearsightedness and farsightedness, 
objects at any distance can be out of focus. As you can 
imagine, this can hinder the ability to read, see the board, 
and keep up in the classroom. 
  
An appointment with the eye doctor was arranged. After the 
examination, the doctor confirmed the screening results and 
glasses were prescribed. Bailah picked out some very stylish 
frames and we think she looks great in them! 
  
With her improved sight, school has become much more fun 
for Bailah. Even though her favorite class is still P.E., her 
schoolwork has improved significantly. She is reading and 
spelling words with ease now. 
  
Bailah is one of four children in her family and she enjoys 
spending time playing with her siblings, especially her baby 
brother, Khycen Prince. Bailah is a student of ballet and loves 
to sing and dance as well. She aspires to one day become an 
actress/singer. 
  
This summer Bailah is looking forward to family vacation 
trips, sleeping late, and getting to swim to her heart’s 
content. Enjoy your summer, Bailah!  
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Piper Miller  

Piper’s screening image. 

Research has shown that around 80% of a student’s learning 
is done visually. This is one of the key reasons the Mississippi 
Eye Screening Program is provided statewide to all public 
schools with kindergarten students. One of its main goals is 
to help assure that children start their education able to see 
well in the classroom. Examination by an eye doctor is 
recommended for all children identified with possible 
problems. 
  
After the screening program came to Piper’s school, she 
became one of the thousands of students identified with a 
possible problem this year. Piper’s results indicated a 
possible astigmatism in her right eye, while her left eye 
appeared to be normal. This difference in the focusing power 
of the two eyes is a condition known as anisometropia, and it 
can indicate or lead to amblyopia, a partial or complete 
permanent loss of vision in the weaker eye.  
  
Piper’s mom promptly scheduled an appointment with an 
eye doctor to have a complete eye exam. Piper’s mom noted, 
“I had no idea she had any vision problems. Even as we sat 
waiting in the doctor's office, she was reading signs and 
letters on the walls of the waiting room just fine.” 
  
After completing the examination, Piper’s eye doctor 
confirmed the screening results. Glasses were then 
prescribed along with patching of her left eye to help 
strengthen the right eye. Piper is still adjusting to wearing 
glasses, but she is getting used to them. 
  
Piper is a big help at home. She loves to assist her mom with 
laundry and meal preparation. She also enjoys spending time 
with her family, eating candy, and playing with her cat, 
Sparkles.  
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Brayden Joseph 

Brayden’s screening image. 

Brayden was screened by this year’s Mississippi Eye 
Screening Program when it came to his school. The results 
showed he had the indications of significant myopia 
(nearsightedness). Prior to receiving the results from 
school, Brayden’s mom had a suspicion he may have a 
possible problem because he would get close to objects and 
often squint while trying to see them. 
  
After reviewing the results, his mom promptly scheduled an 
appointment with an eye doctor. The doctor completed a 
full examination of Brayden’s eyes and confirmed what the 
screening results indicated. Glasses were prescribed for  
full-time wear.  
  
Since receiving his new glasses, Brayden’s mom has noticed 
an improvement in his ability to read, and Brayden has told 
her he sees more clearly with them. 
  
Brayden enjoys school, but really excels at P.E. He loves to 
stay active and embraces playing all sports. He hopes to one 
day become a professional football player. Brayden also 
enjoys spending time with his Paw-Paw and playing 
outdoors with his dad and his one year old sister, whom he 
adores.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mississippi Eye Screening Program 

2018 - 2019 

Kinleigh Lockett  

Kinleigh’s screening image. 

All you have to do is look at Kinleigh to know she’s a bright, 
happy, energetic kid. She enjoys playing outside, swimming 
every chance she gets, and spending time in the kitchen with 
her mom baking. She also appreciates a good mani/pedi at 
the salon for girl’s day out.  
  
Prior to the screening at her school, Kinleigh’s parents 
hadn’t suspected any vision problems because she never 
complained of headaches or not being able to see well.  
However, Kinleigh’s school vision screening results indicated 
hyperopia (farsightedness) in both eyes, with indications in 
her right eye appearing to be more significant than in her 
left eye. A difference in the focusing power of the two eyes 
is called anisometropia and it can indicate or lead to 
amblyopia (commonly referred to as “lazy eye”).   
  
Kinleigh’s mom quickly scheduled an appointment with an 
eye doctor. After a thorough examination, the results from 
the screening were confirmed and glasses were prescribed. 
Kinleigh picked out the perfect pair of glasses to compliment 
her look. 
  
With her new glasses, Kinleigh’s mom reports that her 
daughter can now see words and pictures more clearly and 
is really enjoying school.  
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Kaiden Jackson  

Kaiden’s screening image. 

Kaiden’s mom never suspected her son could have a vision 
problem. Kaiden’s vision screening at school showed the 
indications of hyperopia (farsightedness). For someone who 
is farsighted, objects at a distance can typically be seen 
clearly, while near objects (such as books and desktop 
materials) may be blurry, often resulting in trouble with 
schoolwork. Once Kaiden’s mom learned of the screening 
results, she scheduled an appointment and took her son to 
the eye doctor for a full examination. The doctor confirmed 
that the school screening results were correct and glasses 
were prescribed.  
  
Poor vision obviously impacts the learning process, but it can 
also have a significant effect on a number of other important 
developmental areas. For example, children can develop 
attention issues simply because they cannot see things 
clearly that their classmates can. Such was the case for 
Kaiden, whose difficulty focusing his vision led to difficulty 
focusing his attention in class. 
  
Kaiden’s mom reported that, “Before Kaiden was diagnosed 
by his eye doctor, he had a lot of trouble recognizing letters 
and numbers and some shapes. He was also very shy and 
quiet. He wasn’t quick to participate and he was very 
frustrated that his friends in class seemed to know more than 
he did. The vision screening led to finding out he needed 
glasses. Once they were prescribed and he started wearing 
them, his grades improved dramatically. He was finally able 
to see and learn the things he needed to know to be  

successful in kindergarten. Kaiden even became more outgoing and more confident in himself as a student and 
as a person in general. He loves to answer questions now. He always wants to participate. I know he noticed a 
difference as well because he told me one day that his glasses made him smarter.” 
  
In addition to enjoying school more, since wearing his new glasses Kaiden has reaped many rewards. He 
received the "Worked Hard in Kindergarten" award for significantly improving his grades and also for 
achievement in reading and music. Way to go, Kaiden! 
 



 



Odds and Ends 
 
The 2018-19 Mississippi Eye Screening Program was a significant statewide 
undertaking, with screenings provided for more than 33,000 students in over 370 
schools throughout Mississippi. 
 
The on-site screenings at each school are the most visible part of this program, but the 
other tasks needed to organize and conduct the program, including training, scheduling, 
logistics, data entry, computer processing, and results reporting are major efforts. Here 
are just a few of the “behind the scenes” numbers from this year’s program: 
 
♦ VRC screeners drove almost 50,000 miles visiting the schools to perform the 

screenings. 
  

♦ Over 50,000 screening images were taken and analyzed. 
 
♦ Over 1,200 UPS shipments were made for pre-screening forms, screening results, 

screening systems and supplies, and screening report packages. 
 
♦ Over 2.1 million characters of data were keyed for the school, student and results 

files. 
 
♦ Over 135,000 sheets of paper were printed for the individual, school and combined 

results packages and related forms. 
______________________ 

 
As in prior years, a lot has gone into this year’s program. Each year, the comments from 
grateful parents, teachers, school nurses and administrators help truly personalize the 
importance of the program. 
 
Because of the much-appreciated efforts of all who worked on this year’s program, 
over 5,000 young students were identified with possible problems that could affect 
their classroom performance and personal development. Of these, over 1,500 children 
had possible problems that could cause permanent loss of vision if not detected and 
corrected early enough. 
  
Year after year, the biggest reward for all who have supported this program comes from 
the thousands of children who have been helped. They will benefit from the results 
throughout their education, and throughout their life. 
 



  

211 Summit Parkway, Suite 105 ·  Birmingham, AL 35209 
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